


ANDREA KLINE
I

LICENSE AND BAR ADMISSIONS

e Licensed to Practice Law, State of Tennessee, November 1995
e Supreme Court of Tennessee, November 1995

WORK EXPERIENCE

Office of The Knox County District Attorney - Knoxville, TN
Assistant District Attorney 03/2000-Present
¢ Practices in all areas of criminal prosecution including felonies, misdemeanors, and traffic offenses
in General Sessions Court, Grand Jury, and Criminal Court with current assignment in the DUI
Special Prosecution Unit, Sessions Court
e Manages high volume caseload: performs legal research; assists in case investigation and review;
prepares cases for Grand Jury review; prepares cases for hearings and trials; presents to private
and public organizations on matters relating to criminal prosecution
o Served as Legislative Liaison 2014-2019
Supervisor of the Elderly and Vulnerable Adult Special Prosecution Unit, 2014-2021
¢ Drafted new legislation revising criminal statutes relating to elderly and vulnerable adult abuse,
neglect, and financial exploitation in the Tennessee State Code
¢ Created and set protocols for first Vulnerable Adult Prosecution and Investigation Team (VAPIT)
meetings in Knox County and throughout Tennessee (VAPIT became statutorily mandated
statewide in 2017)

Law Office of Andrea A. Kline - Knoxville, TN
Attorney - Solo Practitioner 10/1996-03/1999
¢ Engaged in solo practice focusing primarily on criminal defense of adults, domestic law, juvenile
law, including juvenile delinquency and defense of parents in dependent and neglect cases, and
served as guardian ad litem for children and vulnerable adults

Law Office of Tony Farmer - Knoxville, TN
Staff Attorney/Intern 05/1994-10/1996
e Practiced law in arcas of personal injury, products liability, insurance, and contract law

EDUCATION

Doctor of Jurisprudence, University of Tennessee College of Law

Knoxville, TN (1995)

Honors and Activities: Dean’s List, Moot Court Board, Student Bar Association, Law Women, Law
Student Advisor, Advocate’s Prize Competition, Legal Clinic

B.A. Psychology, Magna Cum Laude, University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN (1991) Honors: Phi Beta Kappa, Golden Key National Honor Society, Outstanding
College Students of America




MEMBERSHIP INVOLVEMENT

Member, Knoxville Bar Association, 2000-present

Member, Tennessee District Attorney General Conference, 2000-present

Board Member, YWCA, 2003

Board Member, Knoxville Montessori School, 2005-2006

Member, Junior League Knoxville, 1997-present, (Executive Board, 2006-2007)

Board Member, Court Appointed Special Advocate, 2012-2017, (Executive Board, 2013-2017)
Committee Member, Helen Ross McNabb Women'’s Advocacy Program, 2011-2013
Committee Member, Helen Ross McNabb Early Diversion Program, 2014

Committee Member, SAMSA-Sequential Intercept Mapping, 2015

Committee Member, CAC Power of the Purse, 2025

Member, Tennessee District Attorney General Conference, Elder Abuse Committee, 2015-2021
Member, Tennessee Vulnerable Adult Coalition, 2015-2021

Member, East Tennessee Elder Justice Coalition, 2015-2021

Member, St. John’s Episcopal Church

Supporter, Knoxville Museum of Art, Knoxville Botanical Garden, UT Trial Gardens, Clarence Brown
Theater, Knox Heritage

PRESENTATIONS & TRAINING

Keynote Address, Crisis Intervention Team, Officer Certification Ceremony, 2014

Presented on the topic of Elder Abuse at Halls Republican Club meeting, 2015, 2016

Presented at TBI/ElderWatch training seminar, 2015

Presented at Nursing Home Administrators training seminar, 2016

Presented at Tennessee District Attorneys Conference Elder Abuse training seminar, 2016
Presented at TN Federation for the Aging Conference, 2016

Video presenter, Public Service Announcement on Elder Abuse TNDAG, 2017

Presented at Tennessee Sessions Court Judges Annual Conference, 2017

Presented at Tennessee District Attorneys Conference Annual training seminar, 2017

Presented at Tennessee Health Care Association training seminar, 2018

Presented at Tennessee Elder Justice Conference, 2018

Trainer for Knoxville Police Department, Train the Trainer Grant, 2015-2019 (provided 8 hours of
training to over one thousand law enforcement officers focusing on elderly and vulnerable adult abuse)
Video Presenter, Generally Speaking Podcast on Dui Prosecution, 2023

SPECIALIZED TRAINING

Attended California District Attorneys Association National Symposium on Elder Abuse, San Francisco,
2014

Attended FINRA, Taking Action-Assisting Victims of Financial Fraud conference, Nashville, 2015
Attended Elder Task Force meetings in TN Legislature and co-created statewide abuse survey, 2015
Attended Elder Training Grant conference, NCALL, Washington, DC., 2016

Attended Elder Abuse Training conference, NCALL, Washington DC., 2016

Attended National Institute on the Prosecution of Elder Abuse conference--AEquitas, Phoenix, 2016
Attended Elder Abuse Conference, National District Attorneys Association, Tampa, 2016
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JUDGE ANDREW JACKSON VI
KNOX GENERAL SESSIONS COURT - DIVISION IV

Knox County Commission

City County Building, Suite 603
400 Main Street

Knoxville, TN 37902

December 1, 2025
Dear County Commission:
RE: Letter of Recommendation for Andrea Kline

[ am writing you to address the upcoming vacancy in the General Sessions Court created
by my retirement from my position as one of the judges of that court. Andrea Kline approached
me and asked if [ would send the Commissioners a letter discussing her qualifications for being
appointed to this vacancy. I am pleased to do so.

[ have known Andrea for close to thirty years. First, as a defense attorney when I was in
the Attorney General's Office, then as a colleague when she joined that same office, and for the
last twenty years as an attomey practicing before me in my role as judge. This has given me the
opportunity to observe her in numerous situations. What are those observations? Many.

First, Ms. Kline knows the law. I have worked with her and observed her handle a
multitude of cases. Everything from traffic tickets to some of the most serious felonies. She
knows the law, and in the area of Elder Abuse, even helped write the law. Knowledge of the law
is, of course, essential to be a good judge.

Secondly, Andrea has integrity. Simply put she is honest, she is trustworthy, she is a
woman of her word. As a judge, one has to rely upon the lawyers before us to represent the facts
and law accurately and completely, even if it hurts their position. Andrea has always done this.
Again, an important requirement to be a good judge.




Next, I believe that Andrea can be impartial and independent. This is essential for a
judge. Lady Justice is blindfolded and holds a set of scales. A judge must not be swayed by what
others may want or what is easy and expedient, but must listen to both sides, decide the facts,
and then apply the law to those facts, even when that may not be what others want, and even if
this subjects the judge to criticism. I have no doubts at all that Andrea can do this. Anyone
working for the DA's office must look at the facts of a case to decide if the prosecution should
move forward. Can they prove their case; is there a viable defense; does justice require moving
forward as charged or should a plea bargain be offered? What does justice require? Keep in mind
that this is the job the DA is charged with - not necessarily winning cases, but serving justice,
and sometimes that means asking the court to dismiss a case. Andrea absolutely has these two
essential qualities: impartiality and independence.

Civil Sessions Court. So often when one hears of Sessions Court, Criminal Sessions is
what comes to mind. It is important to be aware that this judge will also spend twenty percent of
their time in Civil Sessions Court. This court hears small claims such as minor car accidents,
debt collections, and landlord-tenant cases. Here, Andrea also has experience, as she was
involved in the practice of civil law early in her career. This experience will be extremely useful
if she receives this appointment.

Finally, Andrea cares about this community. She has been active in a number of agencies
and institutions that are dedicated to making Knox County a great place for everyone to live and
she has spent a considerable amount of her time volunteering to help us all achieve this goal.

As [ write this letter, I do not know who is applying for this open position, and therefore I
cannot comment on any other candidate or their qualifications. What I can say is that Andrea
Kline is extremely well qualified to be appointed to this position and I am absolutely confident
that if Andrea is appointed she will carry out her duties with great distinction and be a credit to
the judiciary here in Knox County and the State of Tennessee.

Sincerely Yours,

a7
Andrew Jackson, VI

Knox County General Sessions Judge
Division IV
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November 26, 2025

Knox County Commission
Suite 603, City County Building
400 Main Street

Knoxville, TN 37902

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Re: Letter of Support for Andrea A. Kline

Dear Commissioners:

It is my understanding you are considering Andrea A. Kline for the open Judgeship in General
Sessions, Division IV. Those of you who know me know that my legal experience is entirely in
civil matters and [ have never darkened a criminal courtroom door;' however, I have been
privileged to know Andrea personally for nearly two decades. As I am sure you have noted from
her resume, she has worked tirelessly in the Knox County District Attorney’s office for over
twenty-five years. Prior to that, she worked on the other side, representing defendants in various
criminal matters. Her experience on both sides of criminal litigation will prove invaluable on the
bench, as that level of objectivity and understanding is crucial to balanced judicial decisions.

I have no doubt as to her ability to serve in the position of Judge. Her commitment to the area of
criminal law has been steadfast, and her knowledge and experience are extensive. She has a
sterling reputation and is respected by members of the bar. Regarding her experience, her work
has varied among the different criminal courts, and she has experience with any type of case that
may come before her in General Sessions. She is an effective communicator and leader, which is
the reason she was selected to serve as the Legislative Liaison for the district attorney’s office for
five years. Finally, her work in protecting the elderly and disabled has been pivotal, as her
supervision of the first Elderly and Vulnerable Adult Special Prosecution Unit was so effective
that the rest of the state has adopted it as a model. Her devotion to civil service is clear over the

! As an attorney or as a defendant.




course of her career and the people of Knox County have benefited greatly from it. She will
continue to serve the citizens of this county well as Judge. Her temperament, experience,
knowledge, and skill are simply unmatched.

Personally, I met and became friends with Andrea serving and working in various charitable
organizations throughout Knoxville and East Tennessee. In particular, her work with the Junior
League was exceptional, and she helped lead CASA of East Tennessee through a tumultuous time.
The organization needed structure and stability, and she provided it as a member of the executive
board. Many attorneys who practice in juvenile court have informed me how much CASA
improved over that time period to become the vital and helpful part of the juvenile court system
that it is today.

In sum, I believe she is your strongest candidate and that she would be the best choice to serve in
this position. I greatly appreciate your thoughtful consideration of this correspondence and am
available to speak at any time in this regard.

Respectfully,

LB

Meredith Balthrop Weaver, Judge
Workers” Compensation Appeals Board
Tennessee Bureau of Workers’ Compensation
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To:

Knox County Commission December1, 2025
Via Hand Delivery

Re: Andrea Kline for General Sessions Court Judge Vacancy

To the Honorable Commissioners of Knox County:

| am a native and resident of Knox County. | started four businesses here, three
of which have grown to employ many Knox County residents. | am raising two
young children in Knoxville. And outside of a few years in law school, | have
never called any other place home. | am grateful to live in Knox County, and |
am invested in its future.

Our county has been blessed with many great lawyers, and as a result, you
have several qualified candidates for the current judicial vacancy in General
Sessions Court. | recommend Assistant District Attorney General Andrea Kline.

You can see from her background that Andrea is well-qualified for the job. She
has appeared in Knox County's courtrooms full-time for the past 25 years. And
she has helped lead various divisions of the District Attorney’s office, giving her
experience with many of the most important types of cases that come before a
General Sessions judge. She has also served non-profit organizations for the

betterment of our community.

Andrea and | are not close. We are not and never have been friends. We are

acquaintances. | knew her almost exclusively as my opponent in my past life as
a practicing lawyer, which | left in 2019. As a part of my practice, | represented
criminal defendants. Andrea prosecuted them.

On April 1, 1940, at the Second Annual Conference of United States Attorneys,
then U.S. Attorney General and future US. Supreme Court Justice Robert H.

Jackson remarked:
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“The prosecutor has more control over life, liberty and
reputation than any other person in America. His discretion is
tremendous.. While the prosecutor at his best is one of the
most beneficent forces in society, when he acts from malice or
other base motives, he is one of the worst.”

When | met Andrea Kline, she had this tremendous control over the life, liberty
and reputation of a young man—an accused felon—that | was appointed to
defend. At that time, Andrea had been a prosecutor in the Knox County District
Attorney’s office for over a decade. | had been licensed to practice law for no
more than a month. It was a mismatch, and we both knew it. | have faced
many prosecutors, and | know some that would use that mismatch to their
competitive advantage and secure an easy win.

But Andrea’s approach was different. On that case, and each one that followed,
Andrea pursued truth and justice first, and she sought victory in the courtroom
only when it aligned with those ends. She skillfully distinguishes fact from
fiction and calls “BS” when she sees it. But she listens thoughtfully and takes
her duty to all members of our commmunity seriously.

When | think of the type of person | would want making decisions about legal
matters affecting my family, whether they are victims, accused, or civil litigants,
| hope it will be someone like Andrea. Her temperament befits a judge.
Although you have several qualified candidates, | do not think you can do any

better than Andrea Kline.

Respectfully,

Ale inston




November 28, 2025

Knox County Commission
400 Main Street, Suite 603
Knoxville, TN 37902

Re: Recommendation of Andrea Kline for General Sessions Court Judicial Appointment
To the Members of the Knox County Commission:

It is my privilege to write this letter in strong support of Assistant District Attorney Andrea Kline
as she seeks appointment to fill the vacancy in the Office of Judge of the Knox County General
Sessions Court, Division I'V. I met Andrea in 2012 when we both worked at the Knox County
District Attorney General’s Office and later worked alongside her in the Elder Abuse Unit as her
victim-witness coordinator. Having worked directly alongside her for several years, I can
personally speak to her professionalism, integrity, character, and judicial readiness.

Andrea is one of the most dedicated and detail-oriented attorneys I have ever worked with. She
approaches every task with preparation, thoroughness, and personal responsibility. She never
skips steps, never compromises the quality of her work, and consistently ensures that every case
is handled ethically, thoughtfully, and in accordance with the law.

Andrea is widely respected by the defense bar, law enforcement, judges, and coworkers for these
qualities. She handles cases honestly and transparently, maintaining strong professional
relationships even in adversarial settings.

Her years of experience have given her a strong understanding of the law and the procedural
demands of a busy docket. Andrea is fully prepared for the fast-paced, high-pressure
environment of General Sessions Court because she has spent her career managing complex
caseloads with efficiency and a clear understanding of how her decisions impact the people
before her.

Beyond our professional work together, Andrea has become someone I value deeply on a
personal level. She has shaped my development as a professional, and I have always admired her
judgment, humility, and heart for service. Her character is as impressive as her credentials.

[ firmly believe Andrea will bring to the bench the integrity, diligence, and respect it deserves.
For these reasons, I am proud to recommend Andrea Kline without hesitation. She is prepared,
capable, and committed to serving the citizens of Knox County with honor.

Respectfully,

Lauren Vassallo
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BREAZEALE & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

November 25, 2025

Knox County Commission
400 Main Street, Suite 603
Knoxville, TN 37902

RE: Recommendation of Andrea Kline for General Sessions Court, Division 1V Judicial
Appointment

Dear Knox County Commissioners:

[ am writing to express my strong support for Assistant District Attorney Andrea Kline as an exceptional
candidate for the appointment to the judicial position for Knox County General Sessions Court, Division
[V. Andrea and I first met over 35 years ago when we worked together at a small café in downtown
Knoxville while we were both finishing our undergraduate college degrees at the University of
Tennessee. As the years progressed Andrea became an attorney, and I became a certified public
accountant. Our paths continued to cross both personally and professionally, and throughout the years, I
have known Andrea to be one of the brightest people I know and the hardest working. She has raised
three wonderful children while also engaging in a challenging career as an attorney and prosecutor.

In her role as an assistant district attorney, she has consistently managed a large case load and has also
shown her passion for protecting elderly and vulnerable adult victims through her efforts to change the
criminal laws in Tennessee. Also, prior to working as an assistant district attorney, she worked as
defense attorney which gives her the experience to approach judicial decisions with a balanced
perspective.

In addition to her Andrea professional accomplishments, Andrea has shown her commitment to the
Knoxville community through her sustained work with many local organizations such as the Knoxville
Junior League and Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children. She has consistently donated her
time and effort to charitable organizations to help others.

Andrea continues to be a good friend who has tremendous character, integrity, and compassion for

others, and she has the personal and professional qualities you would expect from a judge. For these
reasons, I am proud to recommend Andrea Kline without hesitation.

Respectfully. @fk(\/ u{ %LL%%/QQ/

Beth A. Breazeale, CPA
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CHRISTOPHER A. O'ROURKE, D.D.S., M.S.

PRACTICE LIMITED TO ORTHODONTICS

December 1, 2025

Knox County Commission
Suite 603, City County Building
400 Main Street

Knoxville, TN 37902

Re: Assistant District Attorney Andrea A. Kline
Dear Members of the Knox County Commission,

I'am writing, in earnest, in support of Assistant Attorney General, Andrea Kline, for an appointment to
the position of Knox County General Sessions Court Judge, Division IV. | am qualified, as a resident of
Knox County, to recommend General Kline, as we have been next door neighbors for over 20 years. First
and foremost, she has been a great neighbor. As | have gotten to know General Kline over the years, |
watched her raise three wonderful children, who are all successful adults. As neighbors, we also had
many great conversations about our kids, our neighborhood, our schools, and the usual things neighbors
talk about. | have found that she is well rounded, she possesses a great sense of humor, and she has an
engaging smile.

We also have had many conversations about her work and | got an in depth perspective on the criminal
cases that flow through the Knox County Attorney General’s office. We had numerous conversations
about the different areas she would be involved in prosecuting, such as, Petty Crimes, D.U.I., and Elder
Abuse. | found out that her work on Elder Abuse was the model that is used statewide.

In recommending General Kline, | am confident that she possesses all the qualities a judge should have:
intellect, compassion, integrity, and common sense. General Kline will make a great judge and will be a

credit to Knox County and to the Knox County Commission that appoints her.

Without reservation, | am recommending Assistant Attorney General Andrea Kline for the appointment
to the position of Knox County General Sessions Court, Division |V.

Sincerely,

4/0*4 6@2/\/@@25%”@/

Christopher A. O’Rourke, D.D.S., M.S.

Member
!A!:! @ American
Association of
W . Orthodontists

My Ufe. My Smile. My Orthodontist.™





